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A SERMON, 


„ IF there be one ſeaſon more than 
another, in which we are able to commit the 
lifeleſs remains of a chriſtian to the grave 
with peculiar hope and triumph, it is on the 
morning of the Lord's-day; that morning 
on which the Conqueror of death, and the 
Redeemer of men, roſe from the tomb and 
became the firſt fruits of them that ſleep. 
To the future happineſs of his diſciples, and 
to the imitation of their characters, permit 
me now to direct your attention. Though I 
may find it ſomewhat difficult to ſpeak on 
this occaſion, yet deſirous to honour the me- 
mory of the juſt, and to comfort and improve 
the living, I will, through divine aſſiſtance, 
overcome this difficulty, nor would I ſuffer 
undue delicacy to ſilence the dictates of truth 
and of filial duty, | | | 5 
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HEB, VI. 12. | 
THAT YE BE NOT SLOTHFUL, BUT FOLLOWERS | 


OF THEM, WHO THROUGH FAITH AND PATI- 1 


ENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES. 


1 heſe words lead us to conſider, 
. The ſtate of the 3 of God after ” 
death: 7. bey inherit the promiſes. 


1 | The means by which they poſſeſs 
| them : Through faith and patience. 


II. The exhortation founded upon theſe 
conſiderations: That ye be not Jothful, 5 
but followers of them. 


I. We are led to der the ſtate of the 


ſervants of God after death: 7 vey inherit the 
HPromiſſes. 


Numerous are the 3 recòrded in the 
goſpel of Chriſt reſpecting future happineſs; 
and they are all included in that one general 
and grand promiſe of eternal life, which God, 
who cannot lie, has made to his ſervants. 
And this eternal life is ſpoken of in all thoſe 
terms which are expreſſive of its value and 
5 adapted to excite our wiſhes and purſuits. 


Sometimes it is repreſented under the idea 
of reſt: There remaineth therefore a reſt for the 
people & Cad. And to the good man Who 
| : labours 


1 


lakes bad for his daily bread; to the 
chriſtian warrior who is engaged in many a 
conflict with temptations ; to the afflicted 
ſervant of God who experiences months of va- 
nity, and weariſome nights, how ſoothing the 
idea of reſt, eternal reſt, from all painful 
_ toil, from all diſquieting cares, from all har 
- raſſing foes, and from all ny . and 


reſtleſſneſs. 


Sometimes it is Spoken of as a crown of 
righteouſneſs. Henceforth, ſays the apoſtle 
Paul, there is laid up for me a crown of 11ghte- 
ouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
give me at that day, and not to me only, but unto 
| all them alſo that love his appearing. And to the 
chriſtian who hungers and thirſts after righteouſ- 
neſs, who regards this as the happineſs and 
_ dignity of his nature, who grieves when he 
tranſgreſſes, who aſpires after that complete 
purity which he will not attain in the preſent 
ſtate, to him how pleaſing the idea of that 
exalted holineſs, which we are led to expect 
from this Nos a crown of righteouſneſs. 


At other times we are taught to direct our 
thoughts to eternal life, as a ſtate in which 
We ſhall exerciſe our benevolent affections, 
and enjoy in a higher degree, the godlike 

pleaſure of doing good. Well done, good and 

Faithful Kun, thou haſt been faithful in a few 
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things, I will make thee ruler over many thi nos, 


increaſe thy power, and open to thee a larger 


ſphere of uſefulneſs. - And how pleaſing muſt 
this proſpect be to thoſe, who delighted in 


communicating happineſs, and eſteemed it 


more bleſſed to give than to receive. 


But time Lad. fail to mention all the 


deſcriptions which are given of eternal life. 


It 1s ſufficient to obſerve, that whether we 


conſider its nature or perpetuity, we muſt 


ſay, Blefſed are the dead, which die in the Lord, 


from henceforth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, they are 


ſo, that they may reſt from their labours, and their 
_ works do follow ew. 


And this 14403 us to ET Ha 9 


It is not ſaid that they ſhall at ſome future 
period inherit, but that they inherit, or, as it 


is in the original, are inberiting the promiſes. 


Now, if all or the chief promiſes, which 


God had made to his ſervants, were that they 
ſhould be delivered from all the pains and 
ſorrows, the temptations and the ſins of this 
mortal ſtate, then they might be ſaid to par- 


take of theſe when they die, though they were 


in a ſtate of inſenſibility. But if theſe are 
not the chief promiſes ; 1f the Apoſtle prin- 


cipally refers to eternal lite, and they are ſaid 

to inherit this, we mult then conclude that 

they are now in a ſtate of conſcious exiſtence 
TT and 
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and of bliſs; that though abſent from the body, 
they are preſent with the Lord, and are gone to 


the ſpirits of Ju men made perfect. 


II. The means bs which they poſſeſs theſe 
_ promiſes : Through faith and patience, 


. ſaid that the juſt ſhall live by faith ; and 
theirs was a life of faith. They believed in 
| God, and their faith was an active principle. 
2M excited them to live as ſeeing Him Who IS in- 


wi/ible. They converſed with Him in ſecret. 
They bowed before Him in his ſanctuary. 


They walked humbly with their Maker. Ad- | 


miring his excellencies and having a reſpect 
unto his favour, they endeavoured to reſem- 
ble Him. Their faith in an all-preſent God 


engaged them to Ee as the ſubjects of his 
Sens 


Nor was their 5 in the Son of God a 
meer ſpeculative principle. They conſidered 
the end of his miſſion and the nature of his 
kingdom. They knew that his deſign was to 
lead them from darkneſs to light, from the pol- 

lution of ſin to the purity of holineſs. They 
received him as their inſtructor ; they obeyed + 
him as their ruler; and they truſted in him 
as their all-ſufficient Saviour. Often did they 
peruſe his life, and it engaged them to copy 
his virtues. Often dis they think of his 


com- | 
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compaſſion, and it excited their love; while 


their thoughts frequently aſcended to that 


ſtate, where their benevolent and exalted Re- 


deemer fits at the right hand of God, Whilſt 


the children of this world regard only thoſe 


things which are ſeen and temporal, it was 
the character of thoſe who inherit the pro- 


miſes, that they looked with an eye of faith 
to thoſe things which are unſeen and eternal. 
Believing that this life was not the whole of 


their exiſtence ; that there was a ſtate of fu- 


ture miſery to be avoided, and of happineſs 


to be attained, they had reſpect unto the 
recompence of reward, and laid up a good 


foundation againſt the time to come. They 


all lived voy faith ; they all died in faith. 
And one of the moſt pleaſing and 1 impor- . 


tant fruits of their faith was patience. They 


ran with patience the race that was ſet before them. 


Though they met with many difficulties and 


ſnares, they were not diſcouraged by the 


former, nor ſeduced by the latter, for they en- 
 dured as ſeeing him who is inviſible. By a patient 


continuance in well-doing they ſought for glory, 


bonour, and immortality. Whilſt the unſtable 


profeſſor heareth the word, but endureth for a 
ſeaſon only, whilſt his goodneſs reſembles the morn- 


ing cloud or the early dew which paſſeth away, they 
' held faſt the profeſſion of their faith, they perſe- 


vered in the path of duty without wavering. 
1 14 Hat 
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But patience moſt frequently ſignifies that 
reſigned temper which we are to exerciſe under 
the trials of life. Many were the ſufferings 
which the firſt diſciples of Chriſt were called 
to endure, and the experience of chriſtians in 
all ſucceeding ages bears witneſs that this is a 
ſtate of ſuffering as well as of enjoyment. All 
who now inherit the promiſes found it fo, 
and it was their patience in ſuffering which 
xepared them for that inheritance. Through ' 
tribulation they entered into the kingdom of God 
and were made 22 like the Author and 
Finiſher of their faith, hrougb ſuffering. And 
though their afflictions, while they endured 
them, were not joyous but grievous, yet now they 
count it all joy that they fell into various tempta- 
tions or trials, knowing this, that the trying of 
their faith worked patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope, that hope which made them 
_ not. aſhamed through life, which did not fail 
them at the cloſing ſcene of it, and which is 
now exchanged for enjoyment, PO 


1 mentioned patience as the fruit of faith. 
Ves, it was their faith in the wiſe and gra- 
cious Diſpoſer of all events, which enabled 
them to ſay with reſignation, I 7s the Lord, 

liel Him do what ſeemeth Him good. They looked 

_ unto Jeſus, who endured the contradiction of 
 fnners againſt himſelf, that they might not grow 
faint and weary in their minds, They had 
1 — | reſpect 
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reſpe& unto a future recompence of reward, 


and this led them to ſay, at leaſt with patience; 
Me count the ſufferings of this preſent life not wor- 


thy to be compared with that glory which ſhall be 


revealed hereafter. And through their faith 

and patience, they inherit thoſe promiſes, 

which faith and patience could not merit, 
which God made through his abundant mer- 


cy by his Son, and which He fulfils from the 


ſame gracious diſpoſition, and becauſe it is im- 
Poffible for God to lie. Now their faith ceaſes, 


for they ſee thoſe realities which were once 


the object of their belief, nor have they any 


cauſe for the exerciſe of patience, becaulſe 
they are no ad aol in a ſtate of trial. 


ale is a grace 155 expoſed to publie 
view than ſome others of the chriſtian tem- 
er. Zeal and fortitude are more conſpicuous. 


And though the chriſtian avoids oſtentation, 


and according to the exhortation of his Sa- 
viour, does his alms in ſecret, yet his benevo- 


lence muſt be known by ſome.” But patience 


1s exerciſed more in retirement, under thoſe 
trials which ſometimes none but the ſufferer is 


acquainted with, amidſt thoſe ſorrows which 
ſhun public notice, when the hear? only knows 


its own bitterneſs. Patience is exerciſed, and its 
effects are pleaſing, in long confinement and 
amidſt growin g infirmities. 


Faith 


tot 


Faith and patience were virtues which our 
deceaſed friend and my honoured Mother ex- 
erciſed in a high degree. From a regard to 
her memory, as well as from a deſire to excite 
the imitation of the living, and eſpecially of 
her deſcendants, I ſhall attempt a ſhort de- 
lineation of her life and character. Her 
maiden name was Lant, of a reſpectable. 
family in the neighbourhood of Coventry, 
who have occupied for many generations 

the inheritance of their anceſtors, and have 
been juſtly. eſteemed for their integrity. She 
enjoyed whilſt young the inſtructions and 
example of religious parents, and alfo thoſe . 
of a moſt valuable relative“. Favoured by 
her Creator with a placid temper, having been 
brought up in habits of induſtry, and having 
felt the principles of —_— the was well 


* Mrs. Smith of Coventry, a relation of her Mother's, who 
having loſt her own children in their infancy, received into her 


houſe and under her care the daughters of her relation, one after 


another, and after they were ſettled in life, ſhe ated the ſame 
friendly and uſeful part by their daughters. So that many have 
received benefit by her excellent inſtructions and moſt amiable 
example, and generations yet unborn may receive benefit from 
them. She died about the age of ninety, greatly beloved and 
reſpected by thoſe who knew her. At her deceaſe, a eonſiderable 
property (bequeathed by her huſband, a diſſenting miniſter) de- 
volved to the poor of Coventry. Having been accuſtomed, while 


at Daventry Academy, to ſpend my Chriſtmas Vacations under | 


her hoſpitable roof, it is with ſatisfaction that ! pay this tribute 
of reſpect to her e N 


| © EE _ qualified 


Lo 


qualified for performing the duties af wife 


and mother, which ſhe diſcharged in an ex- 


amplary manner. In that happy ſituation, in 
which the evils of poverty are not felt, and 


in which great affluence does not render dili- 
gent exertions unneceſſary, by her induſtry 


and oeconomy ſhe greatly aſſiſted the worthy 


partner of her life in bringing up with credit 
a numerous family, and in providing for their 


education. In her domeſtic department there 
was much to admire. There was no hur 


or confuſion, but all things were conducted 


with regularity and diligence. By good ma- 
nagement hoſpitality was kept up, many of 
the poor were relieved, nor did the beggar 


often go from the door without a morſel of 
bead. 


In a a country ſituation 3 in a b 5 


hood rather populous, by the aſſiſtance of 
ſimple medicines, but ſtill more by admi- 


niſtring nouriſhing food and cordials, ſhe 
was inſtrumental In alleviating the diſtreſſes 
of many around her. And were all theſe pre- 
ſent (as I doubt not there are ſeveral) whom 
ſhe aſſiſted and comforted during a period of 
more-than half a century, they would form - 
no ingonſiderable number. 


Genuine Niety was s the foundation of theſe 
works of faith and labours of love. _ 
this 


1 1 


this piety me cheriſhed by a regular attend= 


ance on the ordinances of religion ; having 


frequented this place of worſhip for the ' ſpace 
of fifty years with a conſtancy which is too 


ſeldom met with in the preſent day*. She 
was not a bigot to any of thoſe ſentiments by 
which chriſtians are diſtinguiſhed from each 


other, nor was ſhe ſolicitous to inſtruct her 


children in them, but attended herſelf and 


directed their attention to thoſe grand prin- . 


ciples and duties of chriſtianity which are of 


the firſt importance. Providence favoured 
her with a my ſhare of health, and ſcarce 


0 Great is his importance of a regular mnt on public 


worſhip, not only as it cheriſhes a ſpirit of devation and a regard 
to unſeen realities, but alſo as it tends to render perſons more re- 


gular and induſtrious in their worldly concerns. Fact, I believe, 


will juſtify this obſervation, and teach us that the ſervice of God 


1 general profitable for this life as well as for that which is to 
come. In the time of our fathers the clouds did not appear 


darker on the Lord's-day than on other days, nor did the winds 


blow with greater keenneſs; and there was either more zeal or 
leſs delicacy of conſtitution in the generality of religious pro- 


feſſors, perhaps both. It is with ſatisfaction that I recolle& 
having been regularly conducted to the houſe of God in my 
childhood. A room was hired in the town, and a cold dinner 
always carried thither. And if families who reſide at a diſtance 
from places of worſhip were more frequently to adopt ſuch a 


practice, it would be advantageous to themſelves, as well as 


animating to their miniſters. It is making religious worſhip 


more a. buſineſs. And if there be any truth in religion and in a 


future ſtate, a regard to them ought t to be made a ren and 
ſerious buſineſs. | | 
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any "1 PHOTO of old age 1 till ihe 


was upwards of ſeventy, when a paralytic 
ſeizure deprived her of the uſe of one fide. 
But after this ſhe was able to pay ſome ar- 
tention to the affairs of her houſhold, and 


had, upon the whole, a comfortable enjoy- 
ment of life for the ſpace of two years more. 


Her natural diſpoſition, aided by the princi- 


ples of the chriſtian religion, rendered her 


patient, nor did her calmneſs or chearfulneſs 
fail, though | ſhe gradually loſt the uſe of 


| her fight. Often did ſhe acknowledge with 


thankfulneſs her obligations to a kind pro- 


vidence. She looked forward to the end of 
her pilgrimage without any dread, ſpoke of 
it with the greateſt compoſure, and fixed 
upon the funeral ſervice which ſhe defired 


might be read at her burial, Peaceful and 
ſerene was the current of her life; gentle 


and eaſy likewiſe her diſmiſſion from it. She 


was one of the meek who inherit the earth: 
ſhe was in the number of peace-makers who 


are called the children of God, and therefore 


was fitted for joining that part of his family 


which is heaven. There is indeed one chriſ- 


tian grace which ſhe had not much oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing, and that 1s forgiveneſs, 


| for I never heard that the had any enemies *. 


| ____ "Defects 
I mean perſonal 5 But as the bas | in which he 


| lived was threatened during the Birmingham riots, ſhe was per- 


ſuaded 


f 13 1 
Defects 3 ſhe had, for even a pla- 
cid and peaccable _ is liable to theſe, 

and the beſt of chriſtians are imperfect. But 
when ] take a calm ſurvey of her temper and 
conduct, her character comes as near to m 
ideas of chriſtian perfection, as J ever expect 
to witneſs in this life. Chriſtians of her tem- 
per, whoſe diſpoſition has been been friendly 
and peaceable, whoſe conduct has been con- 
ſiſtent and benevolent, may be compared to a 
rivulet which glides gently along, and which 
in its courſe refreſnes many a neighbouring 
meadow. Though it does not ſtrike the eye 
like the foaming torrent or the ſpacious river, 
| yet when it ceaſes to flow, its loſs is perceived 
and felt. And before the impartial tribunal 
of God, many who have dazzled the world 
_ "by their leid actions, will appear with leſs 


ſuaded to ak refuge at the diſtance of a few miles. The hurry 
which ſhe then experienced, ſo oppoſite to her-natural diſpoſition, 
and the concern which ſhe felt for the ſafety of her children, 


might perhaps haſten on the diſorder which brought her to the 


grave. A proof this that no temper however peaceable, that no 
conduct however inoffenſive, can afford ſecurity to perſons, if they 
belong to a denomination of chriſtians, which is heid forth as the 
object of public abhorrence. Indeed my own experience would 
convince me of this: for though my conduct has, I believe, been 
uniformly peaceable and loyal, I have met with that abuſive and 


virulent language from ſtrangers (who I ſuppoſe knew nothing 


more of me than my being a diſſenting miniſter) which indicated 


a diſpoſition that would ä have proceeded to r vio- 
lence. | | 


honour 


5 (14 | 
honour than the humble, the meek, and the. 
peaceable chriſtian. The price of a virtuous 
woman is above rubies. The heart of her huſband 
dot ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no need 

of ſpoil. She will do him good and not evil all the 
days of his life, She ſeeketh wool and flax, and 
worketh willingly with her hands. She giveth meat 
to her houſhold, and a portion to her maidens. She 
firetcheth out her hand to the poor, yea, ſhe reacheth - 
forth her hand to the needy. Strength and honour 
are her clothing and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to 

come. She openeth her mouth with wiſdom and in 
Her tongue is the law of kindneſs. She looketh well 
to the ways of her houſehold and eateth not the 
| bread of idleneſs. Her children ariſe up and call 
ber bleſſed, her huſband alſo, and he pratſeth her. 
Favour is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a wo- 
man that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 
Give her of the fruit of her hands and let her own 
works * her in the gates, 


III. The exhortation Cranes: upon theſe 
| conſiderations : That ye be not e but © 
followers of them. For it was not by ſloth, 
but by an active faith, and by the habitual 
_ exerciſe of patience, that they inherit the 
f n. | 


Be ye followers of them, for you have the 
low objects of faith which they had. Though 
all 64 15 ee and all the m”m— neſs thereof as the : 


flower 


flower of the field, the Hs of our God abideth 


for ever. Thoſe truths which 1t contains, and 
thoſe objects which it reveals, are of an un- 
_ changeable nature. In the ever-bleſſed God, 
in whom we believe, there is no wvariableneſs, 
neither ſhadow of turning. When the Apoſtle 
had ſaid, Whoſe faith follow, confidering the ens 
of their converſation, he adds, Jeſus Chrift the _ 
| ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. He abideth "4 
though his diſciples paſs away: his kingdom ; 
cannot be moved, his laws are unalterable, | 
and his promiſes will not fail. That inhe- N 
ritance which he reſerves for his diſciples 
fadeth not away, therefore 1 that faith | 
which Fo once een 


And as thats; is the ſame cauſe for your 1 to 
exerciſe faith as there was for them, ſo like- 
wiſe do you ſtand in need of that patience - 
which they once manifeſted. You are in 
that ſtate of probation which they have left. 
You are expoſed to thoſe trials and tempta- 
tions from which they are delivered. They 
have finiſhed their courſe, but yours is not 
completed. They are crowned as conquerors, | 
but you are ſtill in a ſtate of warfare. he 


patient, therefore, and eftabliſh your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord draweth n gh. 4 


And further, it is necefſary to imitate their ; 
faith and patience in order to follow them to 
their 
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their heavenly ende. This was the 


path that patriarchs and prophets, that apoſ- 


tles and martyrs trod. It was their faith in a 
future recompence which rendered them ſu- 
perior to the allurements of fin and the fiery 
darts of perſecution. It was by this that they 
overcame the world. . By their perſeverance 
and patience they continued faithful unto 
death. Our pious friends and relatives walked 
in the ſame path, and there 1s no other way 
to heaven. We may indeed refuſe to exerciſe 


that faith by which they lived, and may act 


as if this world was to be our dwelling place 
unto all generations. We may indulge an im- 
patient and repining temper: but then, beſides 
loſing that comfort and ſupport under trials 
which faith and patience would yield, we muſt 
. forego the hope of joining their ſociety here- 


| aber O let not this be our ſtate. 


If it be abfirable to engage in \ the wor ſhip : 
of heaven with thoſe in whoſe company we 
have often worſhiped here below; if it be the 


object of our wiſhes to converſe again with 


_ thoſe, with whom we have taken ſweet con- 
verſe in this mortal ſtate; if it ſeems no in- 
conſiderable part of future bliſs to recount 
the mercies of God and to contemplate his 
works and diſpenſations in the company of 
thoſe whom we loved and eſteemed, let us 
imitate their examples. 


Important 


Ilmportant is the exhortation in the text, 
that ye be not flothful. It is an exhortation that 
we all ſtand in need of. We are prone to 
loiter in our courſe, to live unmindful of our 

latter end and of that future ſtate which lies 
before us. God calls our attention to theſe _ 
things, not only by the exhortations of his 
word but by the voice of his providence. He 

Jpeaketh once, yea twice, and it becomes us to 
be attentive to his voice, and 20 do whatſoever 

our hands find to do with all our might, ſince the 

great buſineſs of life cannot be rang in 
: the grave to which we are going. 


It is our fault if the benefit we receive 
from the example of our friends ceaſes at 
their departure from this life. For they now 
call upon us in language ſtill more affecting 
than when they were preſent with us, Be not 

ye /lothful, who are now in a ſtate of probation, 
5 wha work 1s not vet finiſhed, and who know 
not how ſoon your Lord and Maſter will call 
you away; but be ye followers of us, who, 
through the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus as 
the cauſe ; who, through faith and patience as 
| the means, are inberiting the promiſes. 
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